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employer liked him, and he liked his employer. Their only dis-
agreements seem to have been about religion:
It was with the greatest reluctance, and after long contests in
my mind, that I was compelled to abandon my first and deep-
rooted impressions in favour of Christianity, But being obliged to
give up my faith in this sect, I was at the same time compelled
to reject all others, for I had discovered that all had been
based on the same absurd imagination, ethat each one formed
his own qualities—determined his own thoughts, will, and action,
—and was responsible for them to God and to his fellow-men.*
My own reflections compelled me to come to very different con-
clusions. My reason taught me that I could not have made one
of my own qualities—that they were forced upon me by Nature;
that my language, religion, and habits were forced upon me by
Society; and that I was entirely the child of Nature and Society;
that Nature' gave the qualities, and Society directed them. Thus
was I forced, through seeing the error of their foundation, to
abandon all belief in every religion which had been taught to
man. But my religious feelings were immediately replaced by the
spirit of universal charity—not for a sect or a party, or for a
country or a colour, but for the human race, and with a real and
ardent desire to do them good.
However, it presently became necessary to obtain a new situa-
tion, and one was found in the shop of Messrs Flint & Palmer, on
London Bridge, where he thought himself rich on £25 a year.
His duties here were onerous. He had to be in the shop by eight
o'clock, ready dressed, cand dressing then was no slight affair.
Boy as I was then, I had to wait my turn for the hairdresser to
powder and pomatum and curl my hair, for I had two large
curls on each side, and a stiff pigtail, and until all this was very
nicely and systematically done, no one could think of appearing
before a customer.* The work was not finished when the shop
closed, and often it was two o'clock in the morning before he
could get to bed. He did not like having no leisure for self-
education, and he feared the long hours might, in the end,
injure his health, so he obtained a new situation with a Mr
Satterfield of Manchester. Here he remained until 1789, when,
having reached the mature age of eighteen, he decided to start
in business on his own account.
At this time, Crompton's mule was a very recent invention,

